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 Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Education of East Richland Community Unit School 
District No. 1, Counties of Richland, Wayne and Jasper, in the State of Illinois, held in the Unit 
Administration Office Board Room, 1100 East Laurel Street, Olney, Illinois, Thursday, January 21, 2010. 
 
AGENDA #1 – “Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance” – The meeting was called to order at the hour of 
7:00 p.m. by Mr. Ben Anderson, President of the Board of Education, who chaired the meeting.  The 
meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
AGENDA #II – “Roll Call” – The Recording Secretary called the roll of those present and the following 
members answered to their names as called and were found to be present: 
 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, Mr. Jan D. Ridgely.  
Members absent at roll call:  Ms. McGlone and Mr. Wilson.  A quorum being present, the Chair 
declared the Board of Education to be in open, public session for the transaction of business. 

 
Also present in addition to Board Members:  Ms. Marilyn J. Holt, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. 

Larry Bussard, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Chris Simpson, ERHS Principal; Mr. Chad LeCrone, ERHS 
Assistant Principal, Mr. Andrew Thomann, ERMS Principal, Cris Edwards, ERMS Assistant Principal, Ms. 
Suzanne Hahn, ERES Principal, Mr. Dan Cox, ERES Principal, Mick Whittler, Special Education Director. 
Also present was Alda Ingram, Recording Secretary. 

 
Also present in addition to Board Members, Administrators, and audience :   Several members of 

the EREA (East Richland Education Association) were in attendance.  Joyce Anderson spoke on behalf of 
those EREA members in attendance, stating their presence was to show support for the board  and their 
willingness to work together during this difficult economic time. 

 
(Note:  This meeting was held pursuant to previous Board of Education action and Notice given 

by Mr. Ben Anderson, President, in writing, to all members, and to news media having requested such 
notice.  A copy of the Notice was also posted at the main office of this school district and posted on the 
Districts’ website.) 
 
AGENDA #III – “Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings” – Minutes as prepared for the following 
meeting were presented for approval: 
 

A. Regular and Closed Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of Thursday, December 17, 2009. 
 

Board Action to Approve Minutes:  Mr. Redman made a motion to approve minutes of the 
foregoing meeting as prepared, but that closed meeting minutes not be opened to public inspection at 
this time.   Mr. Marrs seconded the motion and on a viva voce (by the voice) vote the Chair declared the 
motion carried. 
 
AGENDA #IV. – “Financial Reports”  The following financial reports were presented: 

 IV. – A.  Treasurer’s Report:  The following financial reports were presented: 
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 IV. – B.  Approval of Bills and Payroll:  The listing of current bills, in the amount of $111, 894.01 

to date of listing, and district payroll for the month of December 2009, was presented for payments.  

Payroll for personnel on regular status is the same as for the month of December 2009, with the 

following: 

 Additions:  None 

 Deletions:  Brandy Piercefield 

 Changes:   None. 

 IV. – C.  All Other Financial Reports: 

1. Comparison of Funds – December 2008 with December 2009 

2. Approval of Activity Funds. 

3. Monthly Financial Report 

Board Action:  Dr. Mastio made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report, bills, payroll, and 

other financial reports as presented.  Mr. Ridgely seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the 

following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. McGlone and Mr. Wilson.  The 

motion having received 5 yea votes and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

AGENDA #V.  “Communications” – The following recent communications were presented: 

A. Thank You from Maridel Schonert 
B. Thank You from Jordan Atwood 
C. Thank You from Sherri Snider 
D. Thank You from the Family of Carolyn Ely 
E. Thank You from the Family of Gerald Houser 
F. Thank You from the Family of Pat Hough 

 
AGENDA #VI. – “Recognition and Comments from Employees and Public” 

A. Illinois State Scholars - Brandon Bailey, Mack Benton, Brandon Berry, Logan Braddock, 

Frank Dallafior, Michael Eubank, Melissa Ginder, Kurt Goss, Serena Jones, Elizabeth Nash, 

William Padgett, Leatrice Potter, Cory Ratcliffe, Kenneth Schanda, Jr., Emili Scherer, 

Mitchell Schonert were recognized as Illinois State Scholars.  Those present were honored 

and  presented with Silver Dollars.   
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B. Boy Scouts - Boy Scout Leader Greg Tinder and three Boy Scouts, Damien Wingert, Dalton 

Tinder and Bobby Reynolds were present to observe the meeting as part of their effort to receive a 

Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge.  The Scouts were recognized by the board. 

AGENDA #VII – “Public Hearing”  - The Superintendent recommended that a public hearing be 
convened relative to the school district opting out of the summer food service program required under 
Public Act 095-0155.  The district has petitioned the Regional Superintendent of Schools and this public 
hearing is being held as required. 

 VII-A – Temporarily Adjourn Regular Meeting to Convene Public Hearing Regarding Summer 
School Food Service Program Exemption:  Dr. Mastio made a motion to temporarily adjourn the regular 
meeting for the purpose of conducting a public hearing regarding Public Act 095-0155 as recommended.  
Mr. Ridgely seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. McGlone and Mr. Wilson.  The 

motion having received 5 yea votes and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

VII-B – Testimony for ERCU and Community:  The Chair requested that the Superintendent 

conduct the hearing and present testimony regarding the request for a waiver concerning the 

amendment to the Childhood Hunger Relief Act (105 IILCS 126/20), also referred as the Summer 

Mandate.  Ms. Holt presented information and comments regarding the request and provided 

opportunity for public input.  No comments or written statements were given in addition to Ms. Holt’s 

testimony.  (Documentary Registry No. 10-01-01) 

The Superintendent recommended that the public hearing be adjourned and that the Board of 

Education reconvene the regular meeting. 

VII-C – Adjourn Public Hearing and Reconvene in Regular Session:  Mr. Ridgely made a motion 

to adjourn the public hearing and reconvene the regular meeting.  Mr. Redman seconded the motion 

and on a viva voce (by the voice) vote the Chair declared the motion carried, that a quorum was present, 

and that the Board was once again in open, public session for the transaction of business. 

AGENDA VIII – “Administrative Reports”  

 VIII.-A – Superintendent’s Annual Report – Marilyn J. Holt:  Mrs. Holt presented her Annual 
Report to the Board of Education, including a Review of the District’s 2009 School Report Card, 
reflections of the last decade, and a look at 2010 and beyond. (Documentary Registry No. 10-01-02) 

VIII.-B– Statements of Economic Interest – The Superintendent asked that board members fill 
out Statements of Economic Interests and turn them in to Ms. Ingram in the administration office in 
order that they be filed at the County Clerk’s Office as required. 

AGENDA IX. – “Unfinished Business” – None. 

 

AGENDA X. – “New Business” –  
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 X.-A.    Fuel Bids – The Superintendent recommended that the Assistant Superintendent be 

granted authority to work with our supplier to buy fuel based on the flexibility of the market and in 

order to maximize benefits to the district as the markets change.   (Documentary Registry No. 10-01-03) 

 

 Board Action:  Dr. Mastio made a motion to grant the Assistant Superintendent the authority to 

work with our supplier to buy fuel based on the flexibility of the market and in order to maximize 

benefits to the district as the markets change.  Mr. Marrs seconded the motion and on a roll call vote 

the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. McGlone and Mr. Wilson.  The 

motion having received 5 yea votes and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

X.-B.  – Boy’s Tennis Cooperative Agreement with West Richland Community Unit  School 

District No. 2 – The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the Boy’s High School Tennis 

Cooperative Agreement with West Richland community Unit  School District No. 2.  (Documentary 

Registry No. 10-01-04) 

 

Board Action:  Dr. Mastio made a motion to approve the Agreement with West Richland 

Community Unit School District No. 2 for a High School Boy’s Tennis Cooperative.  Mr. Redman 

seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. McGlone and Mr. Wilson.  The 

motion having received 5 yea votes and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

X.-C.  – Certified and Non-Certified Seniority Lists – The Superintendent informed the Board 

that the lists had been circulated to all buildings, signed off on by all tenured and non-certified 

employees and that changes and/or corrections had been made.  The Superintendent recommended 

approval of the Certified and Non-Certified Seniority Lists. (Documentary Registry No. 10-01-05) 

 

Board Action:  Mr. Redman made a motion to approve the Certified and Non-Certified Seniority 

Lists.  Mr. Marrs seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. McGlone and Mr. Wilson.  The 

motion having received 5 yea votes and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 
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AGENDA  XI. – “Policies” – The Superintendent recommended that the following Board Policies be 

approved for first reading: (Documentary Registry No. 10-01-06) 

 

A. 2:220 – School Board – Types of School Board Meetings 

B. 2:250 – School Board – Access to District Public Records 

C. 4:110 – Operational Services – Transportation 

D. 4:150 – Operational Services – Facility Management and Expansion Programs 

E. 4:160 – Operational Services – Environmental Quality of Buildings and Grounds 

F. 5:10 – Educational Support Personnel – Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority 

Recruitment 

G. 5:330 – Educational Support Personnel – Employment Periods, Sick Days, Vacation, 

Holidays, and Leaves 

H. 6:60 – Instruction – Curriculum Content 

I. 7:10 – Students – Equal Educational Opportunities 

J. 7:20 – Students – Harassment of Students Prohibited 

K. 7:180 – Students – Preventing Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment 

  
Board Action:  Mr. Ridgely made a motion to approve the foregoing policies for first reading.  Mr.  

Redman seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. Jervaise McGlone, and Mr. Jeff 

Wilson.  The motion having received 5 yea and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion 

carried. 

(Note:  Jeff Wilson arrived at the board meeting at 7:52 p.m.) 

AGENDA #XII. – “Executive Session” – Dr. Mastio made a motion to hold a closed meeting, under 
Section 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act to consider the appointment, employment, compensation, 
discipline, performance, or dismissal of individual employees of the district; and, under Section 2(c)(2) of 
the Open Meetings Act to consider collective negotiating matters; and, under  Section 2(c)(6) of the 
Open Meetings Act to consider sale or lease of property owned by the school district; and, under Section 
2(c)(9) of the Open Meetings Act to consider student Discipline; under Section 2(c)(11) of the Open 
Meetings Act to consider pending litigation against, affecting or on behalf of the District or litigation 
which is probable or imminent and, under 2(c)(21) of the Open Meetings Act to consider Executive 
Session Minutes.  Mr. Redman seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted 
yea: 
 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, and Mr. Jan 

Ridgely and Mr. Jeff Wilson.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. Jervaise 

McGlone.    The motion having received 6 yea and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion 

carried.  A Closed Meeting was held beginning at 8:15 p.m. 
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Closed Meeting Ended:  Mr. Wilson made a motion to adjourn the closed meeting and reconvene in 
open session.  Mr. Redman seconded the motion and on a viva voce (by the voice) vote the Chair 
declared the motion carried.  A quorum being present, the Board reconvened in open, public session for 
the transaction of business at 10:27.   
 

(Note:  Separate minutes have been prepared for the foregoing closed meeting.) 
 
 

XIII.   Resignations:   The Superintendent recommended acceptance of the following personnel 

resignations: 

  

XIII-A  Resignation for the Purpose of Retirement – David Carmody – The Superintendent 

recommended acceptance of the resignation of ERHS Teacher David Carmody at the end of the 2013-

2014 school year with regret and appreciation.  The Superintendent also recommended that Mr. 

Carmody be awarded an accumulative total of 360 sick days and the 6% Early Retirement Incentive as 

per the Contract Agreement. 

 

 Board Action:  Mr. Redman made a motion to accept the foregoing personnel resignation as 

recommended.  Mr. Marrs seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted 

yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, Mr. Jan Ridgely 

and Mr. Jeff Wilson.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. Jervaise McGlone.  The 

motion having received 6 yea and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

XIII-B  Resignation for the Purpose of Retirement – JROTC Instructor Major Tim Knigge – The 

Superintendent recommended acceptance of the resignation of ERHS JROTC Instructor Major Tim 

Knigge, effective June 30, 2010. 

 

 Board Action:  Mr. Wilson made a motion to accept the foregoing personnel resignation as 

recommended.  Dr. Mastio seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted 

yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, Mr. Jan Ridgely 

and Mr. Jeff Wilson.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. Jervaise McGlone.  The 

motion having received 6 yea and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

XIV.   Employment:   The Superintendent had no recommendations for matters of employment. 
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XV.   Resolution for Sale of Building Trades House:   The Superintendent recommended approval of the 

Resolution for the sale of the Building Trades House located at 1403 Heather Lane to Michael Ray 

Bunting and Marilyn Kay Bunting for the purchase price of $176,000. 

 

RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SALE AND CONVEYANCE OF 

REAL ESTATE BY EAST RICHLAND COMMUNUTY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 
RICHLAND, WAYNE AND JASPER COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Education of East Richland Community Unit School District No. 1, 
Richland, Wayne and Jasper Counties, Illinois, a body politic incorporate, organized and existing under 
and by virtue of the laws of Illinois, as amended, desires to sell certain real estate, said real estate being 
described as:  Lot Thirty-seven (37) in the Northside Subdivision to the City of Olney, Richland County, 
Illinois commonly known as 1403 Heather Lane, as built by the Vocational Construction Trades Classes of 
East Richland High School; said land being sold after construction of a building trades home. 
 
 WHEREAS, the buyers, Michael Ray Bunting and Marilyn Kay Bunting, said purchase price of said 
property is One Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Dollars ($176,000.00). 
 
 NOW BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of East Richland Community Unit School 
District No. 1, Richland, Wayne and Jasper Counties, Illinois, as follows: 
 

SECTION ONE 
 
 That upon adoption of this Resolution by the members of the Board of Education of East 
Richland Community Unit School District No. 1, Richland, Wayne and Jasper counties, Illinois, the Board 
of Education is hereby authorized and directed to sell said real estate and improvements thereon 
described for the sum of One Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Dollars ($176,000.00), less realtor fee and 
any other costs. 
 

SECTION TWO 
 
 That the President or President Pro-tem and the Secretary of the Board of Education of East 
Richland Community Unit School District No. 1, Richland, Wayne and Jasper Counties, Illinois, are hereby 
authorized and directed to deliver a Warranty Deed conveying title to Michael Ray Bunting and Marilyn 
Kay Bunting. 
 
 Adopted  this 21st day of January 2010 by the following roll call vote: 
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 Board Action:   Mr. Ridgely made a motion to approve the Resolution for the Sale of the Building 

Trades House to Michael Ray Bunting and Marilyn Kay Bunting for $176,000 as recommended.  Mr. 

Redman seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, Mr. Jan Ridgely 

and Mr. Jeff Wilson.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. Jervaise McGlone.  The 

motion having received 6 yea and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

XVI.   Closed Meeting Minutes:   The Superintendent presented the following recommendation relative 

to closed meeting minutes. 

 

 XV-A. Closed Meeting Minutes – The Superintendent recommended approval of the 

destruction of the closed meeting audio recording of the Regular Meeting of June 19, 2008. 

 

 Board Action:  Mr. Marrs made a motion to approve the destruction of the closed meeting 

audio recording of Thursday, June 19, 2008, as recommended.  Mr. Wilson seconded the motion and on 

a roll call vote the following members voted yea: 

Mr. Ben Anderson, Mr. Steve Marrs, Dr. Gerald M. Mastio, Mr. Leon Redman, Mr. Ridgely, and 

Mr. Jeff Wilson.  Members voting nay:  None.  Members absent:  Ms. Jervaise McGlone.  The 

motion having received 6 yea and 0 nay votes, the Chair declared the motion carried. 

Call for Special Meeting - The President of the Board of Education called for a Special Meeting to be 
held on Thursday, February 4, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Administration Office Board Room to discuss 
matters in Closed Session to consider matters of Appointment, Employment or Dismissal of Individual 
Employees, Real Property and Negotiations. 

 
XVII.   “Adjournment”:   Mr. Redman made a motion to adjourn.  A special meeting will be held on 

Thursday, February 4, 2010 in the Unit Administration Office Board Room.  The next regular meeting will 

be held on Thursday, February 18, 2010 in the Unit Administration Office Board Room.  Mr. Wilson 

seconded the motion and on a viva voce (by the voice) vote, the Chair declared the motion carried and 

the meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 

 

 

Approved:  President______________________________________________________ 

 

 

   Secretary_______________________________________________________ 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


